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“Jesus & an Anxious Politician” 
    John 18:28-19:16 

 

 

 

This morning let us turn our attention to John, Chapter 19.  Before us in this passage of 

Scripture we have the account of an anxious politician by the infamous name of Pontius 

Pilate, and his encounter with the Son of God, the Lord of Glory that came, Jesus Christ 

Himself. 

 

As we get into this passage I want to ask you if any of you know what it is like to be in 

hot water.  I wonder if you know what it’s like to have made a complete mess of things, 

and feel the pressure from that.  Maybe there is a sense that your job is on the line.  

Maybe there is a sense that your reputation is on the line.  Maybe people are wondering if 

you are competent enough to carry out what you have been called to do.  Perhaps there is 

stress and turmoil in your family as these things weigh upon your heart and make you 

anxious.  Your property is on the line.  Your income is on the line.  You could lose 

everything.  Then you are under close scrutiny by the powers that be that are paying very 

careful attention to whether or not you are able to do your job or whether you are going to 

mess things up again and whether you need to be dismissed.   

 

I hope that is not what you are facing.  But that’s the exact situation that Pontius Pilate 

found himself in as he was engaged in his encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Pontius 

Pilate was installed by Caesar himself as the governor over the region of Judea in the 

Roman Empire, and he had made a mess of things over, and over and over again.  There 

were several significant mishaps that he had with the Jewish people.  These provocations 

were weighing upon him as we will observe in the account before us in the Gospel of 

John. 

 

Pilate was installed in A.D. 26 and right at the front end of his time he was making his 

grand entry into the city of Jerusalem with all of the troops and all of the pageantry, he 

came in bearing the standards of Rome; meaning that he had giant banners with images 

of the Roman Empire including images of the one who was the emperor of the Roman 

Empire; the one who was viewed as a deity by the Romans, Caesar himself.  If you go by 

the Staples Center you will see big, giant banners of Kobe Bryant as well as others.  You 

may go to Angel Stadium and see a giant banner of Albert Pujols or one of the other 

Angels.   

 

Pilate was placing these kinds of banners with Caesar’s image all throughout the city of 

Jerusalem.  How do you think the Jews responded to that?  They were kind of a zealous 

people and for one thing, the banners were a reminder for them that there was Roman 

oppression and that they were a nation under the boot of Rome’s authority.  And this was 

also breaking the command not to have any graven images.  The banners were filling the 

city with idolatry.  Previous governors took their foot off the accelerator as far as these 
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kinds of things were concerned but Pilate wanted to make a statement, and the people 

responded with zeal and fervency.  There was a riot.  Pilate retreated to his palace and 

headquarters in Caesarea which was a number of miles away.  There was a large 

gathering of Jewish people who followed Pilate and did a sit-in.  They were waiting to 

get some time with Pilate to express their complaints, but he was ignoring the entire mass 

of people.  Finally, after five days of the sit-in, Pilate came out to listen to them.  He had 

the Jews gather into the amphitheater in Caesarea and he also filled the theater with 

Roman guards.  Pilate was going to make a statement to the crowd.  At the appointed 

time, all of the Roman guards pulled out their shiny swords with threatening gestures.  

The mass of Jews responded by grabbing their garments, barring their necks, tilting 

themselves over and saying that they would rather die than have the images of Caesar 

polluting Jerusalem.   

 

Have you ever heard of the Pox Romana, the Roman peace?  Tiberius Caesar just wanted 

Pilate to get the taxes and keep the peace.  He didn’t want those kinds of uprisings.  

Pilate’s competency was at stake when he pulled back but he could not go forward with 

killing all those Jews.  So the Jews backed Pilate down.  That was strike one against 

Pontius Pilate in Judea. 

 

There are several intriguing stories just like this.  Another time Pilate had to build an 

aqueduct since it was arid in Judea.  He had to build an aqueduct so that Jerusalem would 

have more water to serve the people.  But he needed to pay for that aqueduct; he decided 

to finance the operation by taking money from sacred temple treasury, the corbanus.  

How do you think the Jews responded to that one?  It was another uprising in the city of 

Jerusalem.  This time Pontius Pilate decided that he would be a little more subtle in his 

approach to quell the uprising so he sent his troops dressed up as Jewish civilians; Gentile 

Romans trying to dress up like Jewish men.  Underneath their garments they had clubs so 

they could go around beating Jews.  At the appointed time when things got out of hand 

again, the Romans pulled out their clubs and they began beating Jews and several of them 

died.  Complaints went back to Tiberius Caesar again about Pilate and his inability to just 

take the taxes and keep the peace.  That was strike two. 

 

Pilate had more than three strikes.  There was another occasion that was recorded in the 

Gospel how Pilate mingled the blood of certain Galileans with the offerings they were 

sacrificing in Jerusalem.  All of these things were going on and this was outside of the 

desires of the Roman Emperor who just wanted Pilate to get the taxes and maintain the 

Pox Romana.  Pilate’s competency to do this was being scrutinized.  Pontius Pilate is 

remembered in the annals of secular history as one nasty individual.  He was stubborn, 

mean, and he had bite and wouldn’t back down.  He was fierce.  With all of these 

incidences his political backbone was broken, and he was rendered docile by it all. 

 

So we see in this encounter with Jesus and the Jewish people that Pilate is running back 

and forth.  He knew that he had a job maintain and we see a certain pliability in Pilate 

that is remarkable given all that we know about him and his history.  He was in hot water.  

He was under the gun.  Everything in his life was hanging on by a thread.  Now the Jews 

have Jesus of Nazareth, the people of Judea and Galilee had all been amassing around 
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Jesus of Nazareth.  The Jewish leadership hated Jesus’ guts.  They wanted Him dead.  So 

Pilate had all of that on his hands.  Have you ever felt pressure, pressure, pressure 

because of the circumstances of life?  That’s where Pilate was in this situation.  He was, 

indeed, an anxious politician.   

 

So as we enter into this passage of Scripture we are going to see the Jewish leadership, 

members of the Sanhedrin, in all of their forcefulness and aggression.  They were 

pursuing their goal of seeing Jesus executed.  We are going to see Pontius Pilate in all of 

his pliability.  We are going to see the Jews trying to work Pilate over to get their end of 

seeing Jesus being put to death.  But what I really want to draw your attention to as we 

move forward viewing all of these things is to see Jesus in this high pressure situation 

where He was facing execution by crucifixion that He was calm in His majesty.  He was 

poised, calmly and assertively speaking the truth of God even as He was beginning to feel 

the sins of the world bearing upon His shoulders as the Lamb of God who came to bear 

the sins of the world – as John the Baptist stated earlier in the Gospel of John. 

 

And I pray that as you see Jesus, two things will happen in your heart.  I pray that you 

will worship your King.  I pray that you will see Jesus and you will see the power of God 

in Him even in the most excruciating of circumstances.  I pray that you will see Him in 

His power and His glory and that love will fill your hearts for Jesus the King in such a 

way that you want to follow Him, worship Him and honor Him no matter what comes in 

your life.  I want you to see Jesus who loved His people so much that He endured this and 

went even further into His pain and misery by bearing our sins on the cross.  I want you 

to worship Jesus.  I pray that the Spirit does this in your heart and that you will want to 

live for Him who died for you.   

 

In addition to worship, I pray that you will see an example in Jesus.  As we hear the 

things Jesus said we are going to see that He had His mind fixed on Heaven.  His soul 

was resting secure in the plan of His Father, even though that plan was leading Him into a 

time of excruciating pain.  He knew that the Father’s plan was going to unleash so much 

mercy, grace, and power that dead sinners like us could be cleansed of our sin and set 

free.  Jesus saw Pilate and the Pharisees and knew they meant what they were doing for 

evil.  But Jesus was stable and secure and strengthened by the fact that God the Father 

meant it for such glorious good.  I pray that you will understand this and be empowered 

to walk through whatever trials and difficulties and suffering that you might have in this 

life.  Know that King Jesus, who experienced suffering with ultimate poise, will also 

empower you to experience suffering with that same poise.  I pray that you will want to 

honor the King and walk in His way.   

 

Let’s get into our passage of Scripture – John 18:28.  This passage takes us to the 

Praetorian of Pilate in the City of Jerusalem during the early morning hours of Good 

Friday.  The betrayal of Judas had occurred.  Jesus had been arrested by the Jewish 

temple authorities; convicted of blasphemy and to secure the death penalty they took Him 

to Pilate.  Verse 28:   
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28
 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor's headquarters. 

It was early morning. They themselves did not enter the governor's headquarters, 

so that they would not be defiled, but could eat the Passover. 
29 

So Pilate went 

outside to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 
30

 

They answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not have 

delivered him over to you.”
 31

 Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge 

him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone 

to death.” 
32

 This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what 

kind of death he was going to die. 

 

In this passage we have the setting of the scene.  While there can be a lot said about the 

Jews and their hypocrisy, the priests had no problem with lying, murder and fraud but 

they couldn’t enter into the home of the Gentile man so that they would be ritually defied 

for their big feasts.  Such rank hypocrisy is before us.   

 

But John points out the real point in that last sentence when John, led by the Spirit, added 

a piece of insight that said this was all carried out so that Jesus would die in a certain 

way.  Did you catch that?  This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by 

what kind of death he was going to die.  The point of this is that Jesus was going to die 

and he was going to die in a certain manner.  He was going to die by crucifixion.  You 

will recall that all throughout the Old Testament prophecies, places like Psalm 22 and in 

Isaiah 53, we find that Jesus was not going to have His bones crushed by stones for our 

iniquity; that was the Jewish method of capital punishment.  He was not going to have 

His bones and body crushed for our transgressions.  What was going to happen?  He was 

going to be pierced for our transgressions.  We have the depiction hundreds of years 

beforehand of a scene of Roman crucifixion.  Then throughout this Gospel we have Jesus 

saying that it becomes a technical phrase for His death, “I’m going to be lifted up.”  He 

says that several times.  That is the picture of Him being lifted up in crucifixion.  The 

providential outworking of God in all of these circumstances is simply amazing. 

 

If the Jews had their way, they would have killed Jesus years before by their means of 

execution which was stoning, but that power of capital punishment was taken away from 

the Jewish people just about a year or two earlier by the Roman authorities.  If there was 

anybody to be given legal capital punishment it would be through crucifixion.  I see the 

providential hand of God in all of that timing, ordering circumstances so that His Son 

would die in a certain way.  We have the awareness of Jesus’ death.  He was going to die 

and He knew it.  He was going to die for the good of His people.  He was stabilized, 

anchored down, and given divine fortitude on the basis of the knowledge that He was, in 

fact, going to die.  But His death would unleash immeasurable good as sinners, by that 

death, would be able to enter into forgiveness by God’s grace.  This is what anchors this 

whole passage of Scripture. 

 

We continue on and we see Jesus in contrast to Pilate and the Jews.  In verse 33:   

 
33

 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are 

you the King of the Jews?”  
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Understand that the Romans had a pretty inclusive policy when it came to religion in the 

territories they conquered.  They were not interested in squelching all of the religions.  

They were happy to absorb deities into their society, so the charge of blasphemy or deity 

would have been nothing to Pilate – nothing at all.  But the charge of sedition, uprising 

and a gathering people to over throw the Roman powers would have gotten to Pilate and 

would have been something he would have had to investigate.  Verse 33, again: 

 
33

 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are 

you the King of the Jews?”  
34

 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own 

accord, or did others say it to you about me?”  
35

 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? 

Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have 

you done?”  
36

 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom 

were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be 

delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 
37

 Then Pilate 

said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For 

this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear 

witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”  
38

 Pilate 

said to him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, he went back outside to the 

Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him.  

 

So Pilate responded to this as a typical pagan Roman truth.  He’s scornful.  I don’t know 

that he had the whole issue of post modernism or relative truth behind in his thinking.  

Maybe he did, maybe he didn’t, but he was just being scornful and sarcastic – what are 

you talking about truth.  Maybe there was a tinge of our modern day post modernism and 

relativism here.  Pilate was frustrated and just wanted to get the incident over with.  Here 

we saw Jesus in His majesty as He was entering into His suffering, proclaiming truth to 

Pontus Pilate. 

 

There are some key and critical things that we need to understand from the word of Jesus 

right here if we want to understand who He is and what we are as His people.  First, Jesus 

is a King; King Jesus – that’s who we worship.  Three times in verse 36 He said, “My 

Kingdom.”  Jesus has a Kingdom and He is a King.  We see further in this passage of 

Scripture that He is a human King, because He said in verse 37 that He was born.  

Humans are born.  So He is a human King.  But in addition to that in the very same 

sentence in verse 37, we find that He is more than a human King.  We are getting into the 

awesome complexities of the incarnation and the hypostatic union here.  He’s human but 

He’s more than human, because He said that He had come into the world.  That’s the 

language of pre-existence.  That’s the language of being outside the realm of this world 

and then entering into its realm.   

 

We see in this passage of Scripture that Jesus is more than human to us.  As we know 

from the fullness the Gospel of John, He is divine – He is God in human flesh.  He is God 

who entered to into this world through the birth canal of a virgin named Mary.  He is the 

King.  He is a human King.  He is more than a human King, He is a divine King and He 

came with a mission of bearing witness to the truth.  As we read through the Gospel of 
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John, in particular, the truth that He kept emplacing was the sinful condition of the 

human race before a Holy God.  Jesus came bearing the truth about our plight before a 

Holy God that in the human condition there is a moral depravity called sin.  We are in 

darkness.  We are in falsehood.  Jesus came bearing the truth that the human race is sinful 

and their deeds are evil.  What did He say in John 7:7?  Listen carefully.  He was 

speaking to His disciples and He said 

 
7 The world cannot hate you but it hates me because I testify that its deeds are 

evil.” 

 

That’s what He spoke about the world and the human race.  Our deeds are evil and God is 

Holy.  That’s a problem, and He is the solution.  Jesus’ death on the cross, His being 

lifted up, that is the one and only solution to the problem.  Those who repent and trust in 

Jesus are saved.  He came to bear witness to the truth that He is a King, His Kingdom is a 

Heavenly Kingdom that’s coming into the world; that individuals need to be transformed 

if they are to enter into the Kingdom.  They need to be made fit through the cleansing of 

sin to enter into the Kingdom of God.   

 

Like Jesus told Nicodemus, “I tell you the truth.  No one can enter the Kingdom of 

heaven unless he is born again.”  This is the truth that Jesus came to bear witness of.  He 

came to speak about our condition, and to provide the answer.  So we see Jesus coming 

into the world to bear witness to the truth.  Finally I want you to notice the wonderful, 

glorious, seminal verse and statement about the church of Jesus Christ that is found at the 

end of verse 37 where He says: 

 

 37…Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice” 

 

Those are the citizens of Jesus.  Those are the subjects of Jesus.  Those whose ears are 

attuned to the truth that He came to proclaim.  This is the testimony of the Son of God.  

These are His people; the ones who hear the truth, believe it, and walk in it.  Are you a 

child of God?  Here are some tests for you.  Jesus came into the world saying that there is 

light and darkness.  You are in darkness apart from Christ?  Evaluate your own life and 

say “yes” I am in darkness and I need to get into the light.  Jesus came into the world 

saying that there is right and wrong.  There is righteousness and there is sinfulness and 

those who hear the truth of Jesus say that they know, they perceive, they understand, and 

they humbly and freely acknowledge that they are sinful and not righteous.  Then by 

God’s grace, they trust in what Jesus has done for them.  Jesus came to bear witness to 

the truth and His people hear His truth. 

 

This is what the church is.  The church of Jesus, the outpost of heaven, the Kingdom of 

Jesus, His citizens.  We are people who have a deep, vital, and genuine interest of the 

truth of the Holy Scripture which is the Word of God which Jesus is the pinnacle 

revelation.  Are your ears attuned to the truth?  It’s critical.  Jesus said that His people 

hear His voice; they listen, they are attuned with the truth.   
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I’m concerned about a world of people that are disinterested in the truths of Jesus.  It 

really concerns me when there is a local church where people attend week in and week 

out but there is no sense of interest.  Instead they are indifferent and lethargic about the 

teaching and the reading and the study of God’s Word.  If there is any lethargy in relation 

to the truth of God so that we are passive about coming to commune with people on 

occasions like this to study the truth; that you are indifferent about getting into the truth 

of God’s Word on our own – red flags!!  Check your heart with God on that issue, 

because Jesus said here in this verse, “Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.  

They are tuned in, they are interested.  They want to know what their King has to say.    

If, in our lives, we sense a relative indifference to the Word so that we could attend 

church or not – we need to check our hearts!  If our personal time communing with Jesus 

the Vine can be dismissive – we need to check our hearts!!  It could be that we are not in 

Christ, because the people of Christ are attuned to His truth. 

 

It could be that we are quenching or grieving the Spirit by our worldliness or our sin, 

because Jesus comes and He wants to be glorified in the hearts of His people.  Scripture 

tells us how God’s people can quench or grieve the Spirit.  Do you love the world more 

than the things of Jesus?  That’s a tenuous place to be, my brothers and sisters.  If you 

have any of that sense rising up in you, pray that God will give you the ability to crucify 

it immediately and that you will delight and savor the truth of King Jesus who came to set 

you free.  Take it before the Lord that your lives might be filled with the life of Jesus and 

that His love may flow through your veins and bear fruit.   

 

As we see all throughout the Gospel of John, Jesus came to bear witness to the truth of 

the human condition – darkness, sin, and the need for transformation.  As we continue on 

in this passage of Scripture we are going to see the truth of what He came to bear witness 

to, that humans are sinful.  We are going to see people that are from the highest levels of 

society.  We are going to see religious leadership and political leadership, Jewish leaders 

– people that viewed themselves as the light and the stellar pious people of the world.  

Then we will see Pilate representing Rome.  Rome viewed itself as the glorious empire of 

the entire world as it spread its culture.   

 

We are going to see the corruption and sin of these people who were in high levels of 

human society.  What was at the top here is at the top of every single strata of society as 

well.  So let’s read through this and see what comes.  Pilate wasn’t entertaining a 

discussion with Jesus.  Pilate asked Jesus what truth was, but he wasn’t really interested, 

because he then turned his back on Jesus and left the room.  Verse 38:   

 
38

 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, he went back outside 

to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in him.” 

 

Pilate indicated that Jesus was harmless; He was not a threat to Rome.  Perhaps He was 

kind of mystical by talking about a Kingdom from another realm, but He was not staging 

an uprising.  From Pilate’s perspective as a Roman Procurator, he did not find a threat 

with Jesus; He was without guilt.  Then Pilate said “but.”  Is that comment strange?  “I 

find no guilt in this man, but.”  I smell a compromise coming.  Here we have governor 



8 

 

from a glorious human empire and you would think it he would say something like this, 

“I find no guilt in this man.”  Case closed, good-bye.  It’s over.  This is what we would 

expect, right, but that’s not what happened because Pilate was a man in hot water and 

feeling pressure.  If he had one more uprising on his hands he could have big 

consequences.  He had a career to maintain.  He was a home and land owner.  He was 

nobility in the Roman Empire.  He had all of this to maintain so he could not allow 

another uprising among the Jews.  So he had to pacify the Jewish leaders.  He had a real 

delimina on his hands. 

 

On one hand he had the sense that Jesus was an innocent man, without guilt.  What would 

have integrity had him do?  Set Jesus free with no questions asked.  But instead he knew 

that he had to pacify and entreat some Jewish leaders and if they got out of control it 

could be really bad for him personally.  So Pilate began to compromise.  We see his first 

attempt at compromise: 

 

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no 

guilt in him. 
39

 But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the 

Passover. So do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” 
40

 They 

cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. 

 

By this time the crowd would have swelled and Pilate thought he had a way to get 

himself off the hook.  He put the decision in the hands of the Jewish populace and if their 

voices rose up against the voices of the Sanhedrin that would be it.  He wanted to set the 

Jews against each other and the case would be closed, and he would be free and clear in 

the matter.  So instead of taking responsibility upon himself to set Jesus free, Pilate began 

compromising.  It didn’t work.  The Jews shouted to let Barabbas free even though Pilate 

expected for them to set Jesus free.  

 

Now Pilate had another ploy that he attempted in Verse 1 of Chapter 19: 

 
1
 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. [This was a preliminary flogging.  

There were three levels of flogging that the Romans did when they were in cases 

like this.  This was just the initial flogging that took place.]
 2

 And the soldiers 

twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a 

purple robe. 
3
 They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck 

him with their hands. 
4
 Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing 

him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” 
5
 So Jesus came 

out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold 

the man!”
 6

 When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, 

“Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify 

him, for I find no guilt in him.”  

 

This was the second ploy that Pilate attempting.  He gave Jesus a beating trusting that this 

beating would satisfy the people that were after the life of Jesus.  When they saw Jesus 

beat, bloodied, and bruised maybe there would be a sense of recoiling and a feeling that 

Jesus got what He deserved.  Pilate flogged Him in another attempt to get the Jews to set 
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Him free.  But that didn’t happen.  A flogging was not good enough for the Jews.  They 

were just as vicious and screamed to crucify Him.  The Jews wanted him dead.  Three 

times in this passage of Scripture Pilate said that He found no guilt in Him.  What should 

Pilate have done?  What would integrity have done in this situation?  Set Him free!  But 

Pilate was under pressure and he did not have the strength or the ability to let Jesus go. 

 

When we look at Pilate and the Jews please understand we are cut from the same fabric 

as them.  One of the things that I try to remind us of is that when we look in these 

passages of Scriptures and we have stories that pit the good guys against the bad guys, we 

must beware of the tendency to always view ourselves as the good guys in the stories.  

Instead we need to understand that we have sin lingering in us and we have every 

tendency to do the things that the bad guys have done.  We need to look at what went on 

here with the Jews and what went on with Pilate and understand that what was happening 

with Pilate is also possible with us.  The Spirit is painting a very ugly picture of human 

sin for us to look at and I pray that we can ask God to work in us in such a way that this 

will never be the case in our lives.  Give me strength to do what is right.   

 

We see in Pilate a very strong tendency that is latent within all of us.  It is the tendency of 

self preservation – to maintain image, status, financial wealth, and property even if it’s at 

the risk of holiness and integrity.  In Jesus we see the example of truth coming out 

because He is anchored to the will of God and He was trusting in the goodness of God to 

be manifested in a powerful way in the end.  We see something awesome in Jesus which 

is a total contrast in Pilate.  I pray that we will be able to walk in the pattern of Jesus; 

walking in truth and integrity even when it’s difficult.  We all need prayer for that.   

 

Do you see what Pilate did?  In the same sentence Pilate told the Jews to take Jesus and 

crucify Him.  Pilate thought He was innocent but let the Jews have Him to crucify.  This 

is the paragon of virtue for the Roman Empire?  A governor who is going to help them do 

what’s right?  Pilate wanted it out of his hands so he told the Jews to go and crucify the 

innocent Man.  Understand, we are all cut from the same sinful fabric.  We need to be on 

guard against these things.  I pray that we will be filled with the Life of God so that we 

will walk in integrity instead 

 

Verse 7: 

 
7 

The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to 

die because he has made himself the Son of God.”  
8
 When Pilate heard this 

statement, he was even more afraid. 
 9

 He entered his headquarters again and said 

to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 

 

This was getting to Pilate.  You might remember from the other Gospels that Pilate’s wife 

came to him at some point and said not to put Jesus to death because she had been 

troubled in a dream about this righteous man.  The Roman people believed in deities.  

They believed in demigods – half human and half god.  Pilate wanted to know if Jesus 

came down from Mt. Olympus.  He wanted to know exactly what was going on, but Jesus 

didn’t answer.  Verse 10: 
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10

 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have 

authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 
11

 Jesus answered him, 

“You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from 

above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 

 

That was some serious fortitude coming from the stomach of the Son of God; the God 

Man, Jesus Christ.  He was looking at Pilate who in the eyes of the Roman people would 

appear just below omnipotent – able to do what he wanted.  But Jesus told him that he 

had no authority – no authority except what has been given to you from on high.  Jesus 

even in the midst of the very difficult circumstances had His mind fixed on heavenly 

things.  He was attuned with the will of His Father, and He knew that His Father was in 

control and that His Father had a plan and, even though it was going to be difficult, it was 

going to result in immeasurable good.   

 

Jesus continued with His mind stayed on the fact that His Father was in control of the 

circumstances.  We need to equip ourselves with these kinds of passages and these kinds 

of perspectives as we are sure to fact trials in our lives.  Fortify yourselves with these 

truths as you see Jesus trusting in the Father’s plan to bring about the greater good.  

When you enter into times of excruciating difficulty, trust that God is working in ways 

that you don’t know and see to accomplish marvelous things.  Trust in the Father in the 

hard times like your Savior was trusting in the Father in these hard times.  It is better to 

fortify yourself with this perspective before you get into difficult times so that you are 

prepared for them when they come. 

 

Jesus was trusting in the Father.  He told Pilate that the ones that he is handing Him over 

to had the greater sin.  His implication was: are you going to enter into their sinful 

company by going along with their plan.  He was making Pilate think.  But then it says 

this in verse 12: 

 
12

 From then on Pilate sought to release him, but [there is that “but” again.  Things 

are going the right way and then there is this adversative, “but”] the Jews cried 

out, “If you release this man, you are not Caesar's friend. Everyone who makes 

himself a king opposes Caesar.” 

 

The Jews were just waiting to play that card.  They told Pilate that he was not a friend of 

Caesar’s if he let Jesus go.  There were appealing to his sense of needing to do what it 

took to be in accord with Caesar and being a person who was loyal to Caesar.  It says in 

verse 13: 

 
13 

So when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the 

judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha.  
14

 

Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He 

said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 
 15

 They cried out, “Away with him, away 

with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The 
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chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 
16

 So he delivered him 

over to them to be crucified.  
 

The Jews said they had no king but Caesar.  They were forsaking their tradition of what 

they knew as right – that God was their King.  Then Pilate delivered Jesus over to be 

crucified.  

 

According to the Bible, sin takes two forms.  There are sins of commission and sins of 

omission.  Sins of commission take place when we transgress God’s law; when we lie, 

cheat, and are immoral.  When we do the wrong we know that we are not supposed to do.  

In this passage, the Jews were an example of sins of commission rising up in their hatred 

for an innocent Jesus who was doing nothing but healing people and proclaiming the 

truth during His three year ministry.   

 

There is another kind of sin that is a possibility for us as well.  It is the sin of omission.  

We know what is right, we know the right path but we fail to do it.  Pilate had the sense 

of the right course of action but he was more interested in the preservation of his 

reputation, property, and position than he was in doing what was right.  That was the sin 

of omission.   

 

As we look upon these things, let us be deterred from sin.  Let us examine our hearts and 

ask the Lord to make it so we will not go in either direction.  Ask Him to fill us with His 

strength and power so that instead of being like Pilate or the Jews we will be like Jesus 

who just spoke forth truth even in the midst of difficult circumstances.  I pray that God 

will help us to do this. 

 

In all of the mocking voices, among on all of the scoffers there was the sublime truth of 

who Jesus is.  So rich is the irony in the passion narratives that one commentator even 

looked at all of the things that were said about Jesus and said that we could understand 

those things said as the “Gospel according to Jesus enemy.”  Pilate kept saying behold 

your king, behold your king. 

 

So people of God, behold your King; behold Him; see His fortitude.  See His majestic 

calm.  See how He entered into all of this and passed through it with poise from the Spirit 

of God.  May we be filled with the same Spirit through the hardships we face so that we 

will not cave in and buckle like Pilate did. 

 

Let us close in prayer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


